	Resource Title
	Consumer Activism and International Competitiveness

	Intended Audience

(Check one)
	x
	Teacher only
	
	All Audiences (teachers, learners, parents)

	Description of resource
	Students will discover how the global marketplace has changed due to recent developments in markets that have encouraged consumer activism and the effect it has on the international competitiveness of Canadian businesses.



	Key Terms (list up to 10)
	Financial literacy, Genetically modified food, Mad Cow disease, Asbestos, Hormone use on cattle, Fair Trade, Sweatshops, Counterfeited products, Change in the value of our currency, Cross-Boarder Shopping, Backlash

	Association
	OBEA (Ontario Business Educators’ Association)

	Creation Date
	2012

	Grade(s)
	12

	Subject(s)
	International Business Fundamentals BBB4M

	Strand(s)
	Factors Influencing Success in International Markets

	Overall expectation(s)
	-evaluate the factors currently affecting the international competitiveness of Canadian businesses



	Teaching/Learning Strategies (Check up to four)
	*
	Activity-Based Strategies

	
	
	Arts-Based Strategies

	
	
	Cooperative Strategies

	
	
	Direct Instruction Strategies

	
	*
	Independent Learning Strategies

	
	*
	Inquiry and Research Models

	
	
	Learning Styles

	
	
	Technology/Media-Based Applications

	
	*
	Thinking Skill Strategies

	Resource Type (Optional)

(check one)
	
	Assessment
	
	Lesson

	
	
	Best practice
	
	Lesson plan

	
	
	Collection
	
	Map

	
	
	Computer activity
	
	Module or unit

	
	
	Course
	
	Policy or procedure

	
	
	Data set
	
	Project                                *

	
	
	Demonstration
	
	Reference

	
	
	Educator’s guide
	
	Report

	
	
	Exercise
	
	Simulation

	
	
	Experiment
	
	Summative task

	
	
	Form
	
	Syllabus

	
	
	Glossary
	
	Text

	
	
	Guidelines
	
	Tutorial

	
	
	Index or bibliography
	
	Visual aid

	Learning Style(s)

(Check up to four)
	
	Bodily-Kinaesthetic intelligence

	
	*
	Interpersonal intelligence

	
	*
	Intrapersonal intelligence

	
	
	Logical-Mathematical intelligence

	
	
	Musical-Rhythmic Intelligence

	
	
	Naturalist Intelligence

	
	
	Verbal-Linguistic Intelligence

	
	
	Visual-Spatial Intelligence

	Software/Hardware Requirements (Optional)
	


Financial Literacy Lesson Plan Template

	Connections to Financial Literacy

· consumer awareness; 

· social, ethical and environmental implications of financial decisions;

· active citizenship;

· understanding the economy


	Unit #: Day #: (Title)
	Subject/Course Code/Title/Curriculum Policy 


	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	International Business Fundamentals BBB4M

Strand – Factors Influencing Success in International Markets
Overall Expectations

-evaluate the factors currently affecting the international competitiveness of Canadian businesses

Specific Expectations

- identify and describe the problems that some companies have experienced when exporting goods and services (e.g., changes in exchange rates, increases in duties, restrictions on products). 


	At the end of this lesson students will have an understanding of some of the current international trade problems facing Canada and the world and what they can do as consumers to affect the results. 

· raise awareness about the impact of the choices they make

· to encourage students to think more as a global citizen

· raise awareness of the power of consumption

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

To prepare students for the assignment explain the terminology briefly with examples.  Have students complete the attached crossword puzzle using the key terms.  Show the YouTube videos suggested in resources to get the students started. 

Terminology

Genetically modified food, Mad Cow disease, Asbestos, Hormone use on cattle, Fair Trade, Sweatshops,

Counterfeited products (Fake Trade),

Change in the value of our currency, Cross-Boarder Shopping, Backlash, Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals
	Materials
Internet access

Crossword

Resources

Dec. 9, 2011, TVO, The Agenda,  “Beyond the Border”

CBC News – Asbestos mining stops for first time in 130 years

www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/11/24/asbestos-shutdown
CBC News In Depth: Fair Trade

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/fair-trade/
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 23

Youtube – Fair Trade – The Story

Read: William Neuman, New York Times, A Question of Fairness, Nov. 23, 2011 re: Fair Trade

www.ontario.ca  search – “Farmer’ Markets Get Boost From Province”

YouTube – Fake Trade, May 7,2011, 48 min. www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5zcqgcZfOw
AfL – assessment for learning



	Minds On                                                                                                                            ( Establishing a positive learning environment 

( Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences

( Setting the context for learning       
	Connections

Explicitly label:

X Assessment for learning
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 Assessment as learning  
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  Assessment of learning 
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Explicitly identify planned differentiation of content, process, or product based on readiness, interest, or learning 



	Description:  Discovering how the global marketplace has changed due to recent

developments in markets. 

Students in groups of two or three are to investigate (research) one of the following topics and report back to the class for discussion how it relates to consumer activism and the international competitiveness of Canadian businesses.  

Genetically modified food

Mad Cow disease

Asbestos

Hormone use on cattle

Fair Trade (coffee, cocoa)

Sweatshops

Counterfeited products (Fake Trade)

Change in the value of our currency (cross boarder shopping)

New Canada - US boarder security pact – good for Canada or not

Buy Local Movement


	For students who may have trouble working with others, have them research the availability of videos on the topics that could be used in class. (i.e., resources centre, YouTube, Internet)  Have the student preview the video, prepare a review and show brief sections from the video to the class to enhance the topic for the class.

Some students may prefer to research the topic then write a letter to the school or local newspaper about the topic.

A student who may have difficulty with the project could prepare a bulletin board with pictures demonstrating a number of the topic.

Some students may prefer to choose their own topic related to consumer activism and international business.

AoL: assessment of learning

	Action!                                                                          

( Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 

( Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided > independent)
	

	Description

Teacher:  Before the presentations go over with the students the “Discussion Etiquette” handout attached from the Think Literacy: Cross Curricular ministry document.

Students: For your presentation:

Explain the problem related to (i.e., asbestos) and why it has become an issue internationally.  How has this affected Canada and other countries?  How does it affect the “Canadian Brand”, image abroad?  How have consumers become involved?

Do you have a solution to the problem (i.e., sweatshops)? 

In preparing your presentation create questions you can ask the class to encourage discussion.

For example:

Who is responsible for making sure a product is safe? (consumer, government, trade organizations, producer, marketer).

Is it ethical for a company to export a product that is forbidden in its own country? (i.e. Asbestos)

What can Canada do when a country bans genetically modified food and/or products injected with hormones?

Does it make any difference to you if your clothes, running shoes, or soccer ball are made in a sweatshop?

Do you know what your rights are as a worker in Ontario? (check out the labour standards act for Ontario)  Should all the world workers have these rights?

Who do you think should make sure we are not buying items manufactured in sweatshops? (government, manufacturer, retailer, consumer, workers)

Can consumers (you and I) make a difference? (i.e. sweatshops)

Are there illegal sweatshops in Canada? 

Would you buy a “knock-off” counterfeited product?  Why or why not? What are the consequences?  Why is it such a big problem?  Who does it hurt?  Why does the Chinese government not stop it?

Is there value in knowing where your food comes from and how it is produced? (fair trade)

Is consumption becoming more and more a way of defining who we are?(fair trade)

Is Fair Trade just another brand?


	When discussing sweatshops and “knock offs” care must be taken to ensure students are not made to feel guilty, students regularly buy and wear apparel manufactured in sweatshops.

For discussion etiquette refer to:

Think Literacy: Cross Curricular Approach, 7-12 page 176 available at www.edu.gov.on
AaL: assessment as learning

See Discussion Etiquette & Speaking out handouts attached taken from the Think Literacy Document.



	Consolidation 

( Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
( Helping students demonstrate what they have learned
	

	Description

After the presentations ask students:

Is there anything they can do to make a difference in any of the above?

(Brainstorm what actions students can do – as a class, as an individual, as a school)

For example:

- purchase fair trade coffee

- write a letter to the prime minister about asbestos

- write a letter to the editor of the school or community newspaper about one of the above issues

- make a presentation to the school board encouraging the board not to purchase products manufactured in sweatshops

- create a bulletin board on the topics

- find ways to encourage “buy local”

- encourage the school cafeteria to buy local


	AfL: assessment for learning


Name: _______________________________________
Crossword created by: Don Lawrence using Crossword Maker at The TeachersCorner.net

Success in International Markets
Please complete the crossword puzzle below
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	Across:
1. The coins and banknotes of a particular government 
5. Drugs and other forms of medicine 
6. Causes a spongy degeneration in the brain and spinal cord in cattle 
7. A strong, and usually negative, reaction or response 
11. Workers often work long hours for very low pay in unacceptably difficult or dangerous work environments 
	Down:
2. A set of powerful tools created from living organisms used to make or change products or improve plants or animals. 
3. Plants whose genes have been changed by scientist to make the plants more productive, more resistant 
4. Drug to make cattle grow faster and bigger 
8. Causes cancer of the lungs 
9. Social movement and market-based approach that aims to help producers in developing countries 
10. Counterfeited products 
12. Canadians travel to the US to shop 

KEY

Genetically Modified 

Asbestos 

Mad Cow Disease 

Fair Trade 

Sweatshops

Fake Trade

Currency 

Cross-Boarder Shopping

Backlash

Biotechnology 

Pharmaceuticals

Hormones



THINK LITERACY: Cross-Curricular Approaches, Grades 7-12 O

Discussion Etiquette

178

These are some of the etiquette rules that you may wish to have on your class list. 

1. Participate fully.

2. Take turns speaking - one person speaks at a time.

3. Let others know that you have not finished speaking by using phrases such as I have one more thing to add, furthermore, in addition, etc.

4. Wait for your turn – don’t interrupt.

5. Use supportive gestures and body language:

- Maintain eye contact with the speaker.

- Nod to show you are listening.

- Use encouraging facial expressions.

- Don’t use inappropriate gestures.

6. Use respectful phrases when disagreeing with another speaker.

7. Listen carefully and attentively to other speakers.

8. Encourage and support those around you.

9. Avoid sarcasm and put-downs.

10. Stay on topic.

11. Remain open to new ideas.

12. Use inclusive language.

13. Ask questions when you don’t understand.

14. Don’t monopolize the conversation.
THINK LITERACY: Cross-Curricular Approaches, Grades 7-12 O

179

Speaking Out

Phrases for respectful disagreement include:

I disagree with… because…

I can’t agree with… because…

On the other hand…

I doubt that because…

Examples of inappropriate disagreement include:

You’re wrong.

No way!

Come on!

What!

That’s crazy/stupid/ridiculous.

Are you kidding?

I hate that.

________ doesn’t know what he/she’s talking about.

Phrases for politely expressing an opinion include:

In my opinion…

I believe…

I think…

Personally, I feel…

Not everyone will agree with me, but…

Phrases for politely making suggestions include:

Why don’t you/we …

How about…

Why don’t we/you try…

One way would be…

Maybe we could…

I suggest we…
RUBRIC: DISCUSSION

Assessor: Self

Peer

Teacher

	
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Knowledge/

Understanding

Information, Ideas


	Contributes a limited

amount of accurate and

relevant information

Shows limited insight 

into issues and ideas
	Contributes some

of accurate and

relevant information

Shows some insight into issues and ideas


	Contributes considerable

of accurate and

relevant information

Shows considerable insight into issues and ideas


	Contributes extensive, precise and relevant information and ideas

Shows a high degree of insight into issues and ideas

	Thinking/Inquiry

Use of evidence

Critical listening


	Provides limited relevant evidence to support ideas and arguments

Shows limited openness to changing and adding to the ideas and opinions of others
	Provides some well-chosen evidence to support ideas and arguments

Shows some openness to changing and adding to the ideas and opinions of others
	Provides considerable well-chosen evidence to support ideas and arguments

Shows considerable openness to changing and adding to the ideas and opinions of others
	Provides highly effective, well-chosen evidence to support ideas and arguments

Shows a high degree of openness to changing and adding to the ideas and opinions of others

	Communication

Rules for classroom 

discussion etiquette


	Follows rules of courteous classroom discussion etiquette in few instances
	Follows rules of courteous classroom discussion etiquette in some instances
	Follows rules of courteous classroom discussion etiquette in most instances
	Follows rules of courteous classroom discussion etiquette in all or almost all instances

	Application

Speech

Use of polite & respectful phrases


	Speaks with limited clarity and effectiveness

Uses with limited effectiveness phrases for respectful disagreement, polite expression and making suggestions.
	Speaks with some clarity and effectiveness

Uses with some effectiveness phrases for respectful disagreement, polite expression and making suggestions.
	Speaks with considerable clarity and effectiveness

Uses with considerable effectiveness phrases for respectful disagreement, polite expression and making suggestions.
	Speaks with a high degree of clarity and effectiveness

Uses with a high degree of effectiveness phrases for respectful disagreement, polite expression and making suggestions.
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